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A placeholder 1s an element which fills in a position in a sentence
instead of another prototypical element. It 1s used when the exact
referring expression 1s not known, when the speaker wants to avoid
explicit mention of it, or when the identity of the referent is not a
question. Sometimes a placeholder is required by syntactic rules, or
in a translation process, it is needed by the fact that the translation
equivalent in the target language is a bound element. It also appears
when a part of a discourse is omitted. Formal languages have
placeholders, too.
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(5) a It rained yesterday.
b. It 1s necessary for him to come here.
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{6) a Goon.
b. The candle went out. / I put the candle out.
c¢. I made off with money.
d. I outdid him.
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b. The minute she saw me, she said, “Oh, Aunt Mae, I hope it is OK that I wore my
wedding dress. I didn't have time to shop and blah, blah, blah” T was so disgusted, 1
walked away.
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{13) a. for each( a.begin(), a.end)), std::cout <<= 1 <<<* 7))
b. bind(£ 35, 1)(x);
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<< 1< gk BelolA < 17 A9l “hello” 32 UHEA Q] Exldo] 9 o] FElS
0 ®tel7F Fedl, o] Aeldl Aeldl$-rlel ¢ 170l 224 1 &+¢] function object 7}
srEolA (13b)E 7 Aty @ £ 9 AA argument AHelol] 5 & Folwg A
argument AFe] ol = 2] A-¢0] 1 & 4224 bind g Zlo] )k B2k bind( £, 5, 1)= 1
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{(14) a. int foo(int x, int y) ;
b. struct foo { void bar() ; } ;
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