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This paper investigates the phonemic system of Chepang, mainly
focusing on stops and affricates. Caughley(1969) argued that there
are 18 consonants and 6 vowels in Chepang,

Contra Caughley, this paper proposes that there are 26 consonants
and 6 vowels in Chepang and aspiration is one of distinctive
features in this language. These claims are supported in three ways.
First, by minimal pairs aspirated stops/affricates are discriminated
from unaspirated sounds.

Secondly, spectrograms show that aspirated sounds are not just a
sequence of [stops/affricatest/h/] but one phoneme, because it is
impossible to divide section of aspiration and unaspirated
stops/affricates.

Thirdly, Chepang 1s one of CVC languages and has a constraint on
consonant cluster with respect to the position of onset. Therefore, a
sequence of [stops/affricatest/h/] 1s impossible in the onset of a
syllable.
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