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Abstract This paper examines the semantic prosody of Korean
word ‘sanghwang’ based on Sejong Korean Raw Corpus. In
dictionary, the meaning of ‘sanghwang’ is ‘the state of things
[affairs]’, and the neutral semantic prosody is expected. Moreover,
there are three example sentences; the first has the positive semantic
prosody, the second has the neutral semantic prosody, and the last
example has the negative semantic prosody. The number of
concordances of ‘sanghwang’ in Sejong Korean Corpus is 3,857,
and the semantic prosody of each concordance is examined. As a
result, in the concordances of subcorpus ‘News(63%), Spoken,
Human, Science, Society’, words of the negative semantic prosody
is co-occured with ‘sanghwang’ frequently, and the concordances of
‘Educate(36%)’, are co-occurred less than the former. The sub-
corpora which contain writer’s opinion relatively stronger has more
concordances with the negative semantic prosody, and the sub-
corpora which contains writer’s opinion relatively small has less
concordances with the negative semantic prosody.
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